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Dear International Secondary Students and Parents, 

 

Best Practices 

As this new school year continues to unfold, we are happy to share with you our Best Practices for 

each department. These include the teachers’ expectations for each student in each subject. Please 

note that cameras must always be switched on and that everyone’s microphones must be working. 

Just like in a classroom, the teacher needs to observe each student’s behaviour and reaction to 

questions and exercises, to be able to effectively address each personal concern and to avoid 

distractions and other temptations that might lead the students to making the wrong choices. The 

Best Practices document will be sent to your emails together with the assessment schedule and the 

weekly lesson plan today. 

 

New schedules 

After carefully examining the survey results, Management has come through with a new schedule, 

assuring more flexibility in both the morning and afternoon hours, whether it is to complete work, 

find time to self-indulge, or practice physical exercise…whatever tickles your fancy, before 8:30 

and after 4:15! The goal being to find a balance between schoolwork and personal well-being, we 

believe this to be the best solution until face to face teaching/ blended learning is authorized. This 

too, will be sent to your emails together with the weekly lesson plan later today. 

 

Assessment Planner 

As promised, I am happy to add the Assessment planner for Semester 1 to this week’s Lesson plan. 

Each subject teacher has carefully chosen a minimum of two dates during which the students will be 

assessed to monitor their understanding and knowledge of each topic covered. We aim to stick to 

these dates as much as possible during the quarantine, but please take into consideration that these 

dates may change in accordance with the new schedules or possible future government 

announcements. Students will complete their tests at home, and we hope they will do so using 

integrity and responsibility. The results of these tests, together with their classwork and 

participation, will be recorded by their teachers and used to establish their average for this 

semester’s report card, end of January.  

 

Invitation to Blog 

In an attempt to expand on the possibility of students' well-being and working collaboratively, 

despite the quarantine isolation, the International Secondary has decided to begin an online 

Blogging where students can contribute their thoughts and ideas: giving each of them a voice, the 

possibility to be heard and considered. Students will be invited to contribute blog or vlog entries for 

inclusion in the biweekly newsletter and publication on the website. 

This week, the topic at hand will be: How we feel about remote learning in the International 

Secondary branch? One of our brave students has agreed to begin the debate by making a 

contribution about her thoughts and feelings. If you feel like adding a comment, you may do so on 

the articles. You can either make a contribution anonymously or using your first name (only) and 

once it has been approved, it too, will appear on our blog, hopefully starting an “open student 

dialogue” on how they feel and how they are coping, despite the distance between them. 

 

Link to contribute | Link to view the articles 

http://www.gesm.org/
mailto:secretariat@gesm.org
https://share.hsforms.com/1mExf-vA4QWe5KifMnWF9Sg4x7xz
https://www.gesm.org/gesmnews/categories/students-blog
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Graduation ceremony IGCSE 

Saving the best for last, we would like to invite all parents and students (currently in grade 11), to 

our online IGCSE Award ceremony for all our former grade 10 class students. They have done 

incredibly well and have made us all very proud! Well done grade 10i students (class of 2019-

2020)!! This celebration will take place in two weeks' time and will be organised by our CAS 

students in the IBDP. An online invitation will soon follow. 

 

Thank you all very much for your continued support and understanding, If you have any questions 

or concerns, please let me know. 

Keep well and stay safe! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Valerie Cornelissen 

Head of the International Secondary  
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